


Trinity Guildhall Assessments
Reflections

We were recently visited by Trinity Guildhall Drama
and Speech examiner Susan McBurney, who came to
observe group presentations for the Silver Young
Performers Certificates and to moderate the
assessments our own teachers had made on students
prepared for the Speech Communication Arts
Syllabus. Susan was very impressed with the
performances she saw and left us with these
reflections:

Susan McBurney, Trinity Guildhall Drama and Speech examiner

"The Trinity Guildhall Young Performers Certificates
encourage young children to explore the joys of
performance at an appropriate level for their age and
abilities. The performances | saw here at Julia Gabriel
Centre for Learning and Chiltern House were full of
joy, spontaneity, confidence, and a strong sense of
engagement. Educational drama such as this is the
most appropriate way for children this young to
develop skills  such as storytelling, mime,
improvisation, creative movement, singing, playing a
musical instrument, verse speaking, making props
costumes and masks, and using puppets. Group
devised performances spring from the world of the
children’s own imaginations and allow them to enter
that world in a non-threatening and joyful
atmosphere. They learn social skills as well such as
group co-operation, reflection, and responding to
direction and questioning. These performances are
not created solely for an audience to see, as the
process which the children experience in devising
their performances is much more valuable and
significant than a ‘product’ such as a rehearsed
scripted drama. During my ten day encounter here |
was transported to a world of pirates and princesses,
trolls and giants, fairies and mermaids, secret
passwords and detective stories.  Children
appropriated some old tales in new and interesting
ways as well as coming up with scenarios which were
completely original and sometimes surprising. What
they all had in common was their exuberance and
energy. Teachers had skillfully used a wide range of
materials and dramatic conventions to develop ideas
with the children. Each performance was different
and unique."

Congratulations to all our JGCL and Chiltern House
students, and teachers, for their fabulous
achievements.

Withdrawal Notice

If your child is not returning to a JGCL class in Term 4,
2009, please inform us by Sunday 18th October
2009. We regret that if notice is not received in
writing or via email (enquiries@juliagabriel.com) by
this date, we will be unable to refund your deposit.

Chiltern House requires one month’s notice of
withdrawal.

Upcoming Public Holiday Term 4
17th October (Sat) Deepavali

(...cont'd)

An atmosphere buzzing with anticipation continued on Sunday with the awards presentation for the
winners of the Express your Best Self Contest 2009. This year we received a wealth of extraordinary
entries spanning all age groups that included paintings, drawings and cartoon sketches; poems and
original stories; music recordings and video entries of children and adults simply showing how they
like to have fun! We loved them all, and it was no easy task to select just three winners who each
received their prizes of $500 cash from Principal Director of Schools, Fiona Walker. Gillian Choy Jia
Ning (5) sent us a video of herself dancing at home; Chin Zheng Hao (10) won for his vibrantly
illustrated advertising poster; and budding author, nine year old Priyankar Aiyer’s quirky tale of the
Gingerbread Dog tickled the taste buds of the judges. Certificates for Outstanding Achievement and
token prizes were also handed out to 14 other contestants ranging in age from 4 to 47 years old.

How quickly time really does fly when we are having fun! It's hard to believe that the Express your Best
Self Festival 2009 is over! Thank you to EVERYONE involved in this year’s festival, from conception to
realisation, and to all of you who visited us during the event. It's so much more fun to share what we
love doing with others!

We look forward to more of the same at next year’s Express your Best Self Festival!

- Gaynor Fitzgibbon
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Priyankar Aiyer receives her winning prize from Fiona Walker
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Keeping in rhythm with Wicked Aura Batucada




TEACHER FEATURE

Wang Dong Yue, Head of Mandarin EduDrama
at Julia Gabriel Centre for Learning

From witches to mermaids and a men’s basket ball team

Trying something new for the first time can be
challenging and at times quite daunting, but
when given the opportunity to try something
new, we often discover something unknown
in ourselves; a dormant talent for acting, a love
of dance or, a flair for teaching perhaps! Wang
Dong Yue, Head of Mandarin EduDrama at
Julia Gabriel Centre for Learning (JGCL) has
done just that since she joined as an Assistant
Manager for Business Development in 2002, in
order to support the growth of JGCL and
Chiltern House centres in China. (Currently we
have one such centre in Shanghai).

Once backin Singapore, Dong Yue took up the
mantle of Administrator for the Mandarin
Department, but after several years a long
held interest in education and a desire to
teach took over, so when the opportunity
arose to become an educator, Dong Yue did
not think twice. While at university in her
home town of Hangzhou, China, Dong Yue
majored in the History of Education. She loved
university life so much that she remained for a
further three years after completing her
degree to work as a Student Officer, assisting
the Dean, organising activities for the students
and looking after their welfare.

Dong Yue now focuses on curriculum
development for the Mandarin EduDrama
department, along with teaching Mandarin
EduDrama and Creative Writing programmes.
And in June of this year she successfully
graduated from the Julia Gabriel School of
Education with her Julia Gabriel Teaching
Foundation Certificate (Speech and Drama).

Doing what we enjoy, whether at work or
leisure, is so important for our sense of
wellbeing, a philosophy that Dong Yue applies
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Dong Yue plays a hilarious witch during the Express your Best Self Festival

to both her teaching as well as her relationship
with colleagues:“One of the things | love most
about working at JGCL is the freedom we have
to express our opinions and ideas. | also really
appreciate the family orientated working
environment; the community of mothers that
pays attention to family values. My colleagues
are great! They're fun unique people who
respect each other and the diversity of
cultures within our work environment.

The same philosophy applies to our
programmes. Something | believe makes our
Mandarin programmes so unique is that they
are ‘learner-centred’ programmes. The fun,
pressure-free  environment  encourages
children to feel safe to explore their creativity
and express themselves openly.”

Dong Yue has certainly found more ways to

Jacob, Jerry, Dong Yue and Josh

express herself openly. At the end of last year
she played the role of a nasty witch (albeit a
very glamorous one) in a Mandarin show that
JGCL took to Singapore Expo, as part of a
Singapore Press Holdings (SPH) event; a role
she recently reprised to her colleagues’
delight at our recent Express your Best Self
Festival. Swiftly switching costumes Dong
Yue also danced delightfully as a mermaid,
along with other laoshi from the JGCL
Mandarin team. Dong Yue explains that
dancing is a new challenge for her,“l want to
show myself and others that | can do it! |
enjoy achieving new things. If 'm willing to
try, only then can | learn something new. This
opens the window to help us view the world
in a different way."

Dong Yue compliments her husband Jerry as
being a huge support to her, “Jerry always
encourages me to do new things. He
believes in my abilities” Dong Yue's two
young boys Jacob (4) and Josh (20 months)
are also a great inspiration for her. “Children
are the best teachers in the world. | see myself
reflected in my two boys. Undoubtedly
having children has changed my world and
my philosophy of behaviour towards others”

What fun it is to discover new things about
other people! We've discovered that Dong
Yue loves to teach, act and dance, and one
more thing — she plays basket ball on a men’s
basket ball team, alongside her husband!
Now that’s what you call a great partnership!

- Gaynor Fitzgibbon

forward to hearing from you.
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Talk to us! — ‘Let’s Talk’ gladly welcomes dialogue with our readers. Please direct your emails to gaynor@juliagabriel.com. We look






